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*** Springfield Pia ns no ge Welcome for Ninth ***
SECOND NOTICE (ASSOCIATION DUES)
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS OF ASSOC BY~LAWS
Pursuant to Paragraph 42 of the By-Laws of the Ninth
Infantry Division Association due notice of the following
proposed changes in the specified by-laws is hereby given SO that
these significant matters may be well and fully considered by the
Association members present and voting at the 26th Annual
meeting of said Association to be held at Springfield, Illinois in
July 1971.
FIRST NOTICE (VIETNAM VETERANS)
Charles Jones, John Clouser, Kenneth L. Meyer, as members of
the Association, and Harrison J. Daysh, Judge Advocate and
member, hereby propose the following amendments to Paragraph
4, Membership Qualifications'included in said By-Laws.
To provide that all honorably discharged veterans of the
Vietnam Conflict, who wore the Octofoil, shall henceforth be
entit1e~ to join the Ninth Infantry Division Association and, upon
subscnbing to the membership qualifications thereof shall be
eligible for all the rights and privileges of such membership.
J oh? Clouser, member of the Association, proposes the
followmg amendments to Paragraph 12, Dues included in said
By-Laws.
That sub-paragraph 12 (a) which now reads "Four Dollars
($4.00) dues per year" be amended to read "Five Dollars dues per
year" and, that sub-paragraph 12 (b) which now reads "Eleven
Dollars ($11.00) for a three year membership" be amended to read
"Thirteen Dollars ($13.00) for a three year membership" and -that
sub-paragraph 12 (c) which now reads "Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for
Life Membership" be amended to read "Seventy-Five Dollars
($75.00) for Life Membership".
NOTE: The foregoing constitutes the gist of the desired by-law
amendments. If adopted by t~e members present and voting at the
26th Annual meetAlg, they WIll be duly transmitted into requisite
legal language.
OLD STATE CAPITOL - LINCOLN SQUARE DOWNTON - SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS
Golf Tournament
Springfield Lake Municipal Course
Board of Governors' Meeting
Welcoming Party, Abe Lincoln Night
General Session and Committee Meetings
Auxiliary Business Meeting
General Session
Board of Governors' Meeting
Hawaiian Luau - Swimming Pool






















comrades once again. For a few
days we can forget about the
present and relive those days
when we served with the Nihth.
Days that were sometime tough,
sometimes enjoyable and
sometimes down-right hilarious.
Days when we had only one
problem, staying alive, if we
~ould do that everything
seemed wonderful. Days when
we learned to appreciate small!
comforts - a bottle of second
rate vino tasted like H&H Pinch,
a ten-and-one meal was a
banquet. Days when only one
thing counted, having good,
loyal comrades who you knew
wouldn't let you down when
things got tough. Days that we
can look back on with pride,
because we know that when
America called, the men of the
Ninth responded and
successfully accomplished the
difficult task set before them.
Reunions are made of memories
and the "Old Reliables" have
plenty of those. So come on out
to Springfield and relive your
Army days with the fellows who
shared them with you.
It's tough planning a summer vacation that will please
the entire family. The kids want to go swimming, the wife
wants to do some sight-seeing and you just want to relax
and split a fifth with some old cronies. Ifyou are having this
type vacation problem, here's how to solve it. Take the
family to Springfield for the reunion. Then, the kids can get
water logged in the pool, the wife can get bunions touring
Springfield and you can get bornbed with your old buddies
from the Ninth.
NO IDLE MOMENTS
There will be few idle
moments for members
attending the 1971 Reunion.
Springfield is a treasure trove of
historical spots. You will have
to keep on the go if you intend
to see all of them in three days.
The State Capitol, Lincoln's law
office and New Salem are
"musts" for every visitor to
"The Land of Lincoln." These
landmarks have been res tored to
their original condition, they
now appear just as they did
when Lincoln roamed the
streets of Springfield. These
famous places make a lasting
impression on the youngsters;
they get a thrill out of seeing the




We could write reams of
copy about the attractions
offered by the reunion, but
when we get right down to the
facts, there is really only one
attraction that actually counts-
the "Old Reliables" themselves.
Each and everyone of us looks
forward to the reunion because
we are anxious to see our old
The motel's two swimming
pools will be popular with the
visiting firemen. In the morning
you can step from your room
into the pool. It will be
something like those days in
North Africa and Sicily when
we pitched our pup tents
alongside the Mediterranean.
Those of you who were there
will recall how refreshing an
early morning dip can be -
especially after a night spent
drinking vino. One word of
warning, olive-drab G.!.
undershorts will not be
considered proper attire for the
motel pool.
Evenings at the reunion will
be devoted to good food, good
drink, and good times. The
Reunion Committee has
planned a program that includes
two big meals. On Friday night a
Luau will be held at the pool.
Hawaiian fare will be featured
and Hawaiian entertainment
will be available to put you in a
real south seas mood. On
Saturday the banquet will
consist of a traditional hearty
American dinner. Na one will be
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The 99th meeting of the
National Board of Governors
was held at 3 :20 p.m., May 1,
1971 at the Howard Johnson
Motor Lodge, Pittsburgh, Pa.,
attended by Messrs: Frank
Ozart, Joseph Uschak, Thomas
Shine, Walter O'Keeffe, Charles
Koskie, James Bruner and




Robert DeSandy, Past President
Emil Langer, Judge Advocate
Harrison Daysh and Scholarship
Committee Chairman John
Clouser.
President Frank Ozart called
the meeting to order and asked
the members to stand and
observe a moment of silence in
memory of our departed
members.
The secretary, Daniel Quinn,
then read the minutes of the
98th meeting of the Board of
Governors that was held in
Worce ster on November 7,
1970. After a motion duly made
by James Bruner and seconded
by Joseph Uschack it was voted
to: Accept the reading of the
minutes as read and place same
on file.
President Ozart read the
treasurers report as Tom Boyle
was unable to attend the
meeting. Upon a motion duly
made by Thomas Shine and
seconded by James Bruner it
was voted to: Accept the
financial report with the noted
correc tions.
John Clouser, Chairman of
the Scholarship Committee,
reported that his committee
recommended nine awards be
given this year, three new
applicants and six renewals, for
the sum of $1000,00.
Upon a motion duly made by
Thomas Shine and seconded by
Charles Koskie it was voted to:
Accep t the recommendations
and the report of the
tholarship Committee.
The names of the candidates
will be announced at the annual
reunion this summer and the
Schola.rship Committee will
notify the successful applicants.
The Illinois Board members
reported on the progress of the
coming Springfield Reunion, all
is ready for another grand
reunion.
A lengthy and open
discussion was held on the Viet
Nam membership question.
There being no other
business to come before the
Board and upon a motion duly
made by Joseph Uschak and
seconded by Charles Koskie it
was voted to: Adjourn the













I would like to become a member of the ~dies' Auxiliary
to the Ninth Infantry Divi8ion A8flociation. Enclo8ed is
check or monev order for S 1.50 for 1971 dues. Plea8e
mail my mem~r8hip card to--
\Vhile atUlched to the 9th Infantry Division my _
(state relationsrup, whether tJlr.? Ninth Division man was a
husband, father, brother, sao, etc.)
was with . ._._.. __.. __ .. _
give company, regiment, battery, attached unit, etc,)
Make check.,; or money orders payable to Nmth Infantry
Divi,jC)[l A-,,"nClation. Mail to
Mrs. Amelia Langer, Secretary-Treasurer
Ninth Infantry Division Association Ladies Auxiliary
5 Brentwood Drive. Morris Plains, N. J. 07950
At the same time we've
learned that Bob DeSandy's
mother recovered from a
sudden serious illness. Bob's
Mom and Dad were in town for
his uncle's funeral and she
became ill shortly before
departing for home in Florida.
TRAVELERS
Elmer Wagner called. from
home upon his return from
Spain. He's got more pictures
and had a nice time, but nothing
compares with that ETO Trip,
which becomes more
meaningful as time goes on. He
was very anxious to hear about
our last meeting which he
missed. He'll make the picnic
but in the meantime he's hoping
for a fine response pertaining to
the Out-State Dinner Meeting at
Michigan Haus in Bay City on
October 2nd. As Chairman of
that event he has a deadline to
meet in submitting the amount
of dinner reservations to the
management. Your cooperation
in returning the questionnaire
will give him this information
and it will be appreciated.
Our other traveler, Bill
Phelps also reported in. Except
for a mishap on the road in
Florida which was more
inconvenient than serious, he
had a good vacation. He's got
more time coming and now he's
saving that for the Springfield
Convention. We gave him 30 of
the 50/50 Raffle tickets as




the growing list of Life Members
in our Association from the
Michigan Chapter and now
there are nine. Here's the names
in alphabetical order: Bill
Andres, John Bonkowski,
Waldon Felton, Nick Gorno,
Tom Hatton, Bob LaDez, John
Obermiller, Edward Tufts and
Elmer Wagner.
Speaking of dues, you may
send it along with the
questionnaire if you're behind
and we'll rush you the paid-up
membership card. We'll also
notify Danny Quinn so that you
will not miss a single copy of the
Octofoi!.
Final reminder about the
899 TD Convention in Saginaw
Michigan. The date is July 10-11
and the place is Holiday Inn, on
State St. For additional
information, write to:
Mr. William Savage, Mgr.,
Fontaine Gardens, Apt. 5,4923
Fontaine Blvd.," Saginaw,
Michigan 48603,
Any members liVing m the
area who desire more
information about their local
chapter can get it by
contacting John Bonkowski at
19941 Hickory St., Detroit,
Mich.
Michigan Doings
The April Meeting at
President Jim and Audrey
Bruner's lovely apartment in
Flint was a oleasant event. This
was the Ch;pter's first regular
meeting outside the immediate
Detroit area and 20 were
present on that occasion. Pres.
Jim and Audrey Bruner; Tres.
Bob & Florence DeSandy; Adj.
Fred & Jane Josey; Chaplain
Everett & Irene Tapp;Sec. John
& Rose Bonkowski; Members,
Don & Helen Lewis; Tom &
Gerrie Hatton; Eugene & Phylis
Reedy; Kleber & Viola
Stockford; and Floyd & Leora
Hennessey.
Some of our regulars
couldn't make it, however, for
Kleber and Viola this was their
first meeting since our last
summer's picnic and we were
pleased to have them. The same
for Floyd and Leora who we
haven't seen since that long wait
at the airport in New York after
the ETa Trip last August.
BEGINNERS LUCK
And as it so often happens,
"beginner's Luck" prevailed as
Leora's name was drawn as the
winner of the regular Bottle
drawing. We all had a good laugh
out of that one.
This was also the first chance
for Irene Tapp to get acquainted
with the Michigan Chapter. She
will meet more of the people as
time goes on and we want her to
feel right at home with us.
Our appreciation to two
dedicated couples who attended
the meeting but had to leave
early. Tom and Gerrie Hatton's
son was leaving for the Service
in the morning. Fred and Jane
Josey had a family get-to-gether
to go to that evening.
Rose and I had an enjoyable
190 mile round trip by way of
Garden City, where we visited
Don and Helen Lewis. We all
drove to Flint together and it's
remarkable how those miles
shrink when you're in fine
company.
BOOSTERS
Our effort to better last
year's record of 43 boosters in
the Convention Journal got off
to a great start when everyone at
the meeting entered their name
on the list. Since then. the
Meadows, Rumenapps, Elmer
Wagner and Bill Phelps have
increased that total to 26 and
we have hopes that more will
follow when the'questionnaires
start coming in. The deadline
for the boosters is the end of the
month. We have already
recieved a letter of appreciation
from the National President,
Frank Ozart, who also is the
Chairman of the Reunion
Program Book, for the Michigan
Chapter ad and the "Guys &
Gals" Booster Page to appear in
this year's Reunion J ourna!.
PILGRIMMAGE
We also received a kind note
from Father Connors and he
sends his Best Regards to every
Ninth Division man and his
family in Michigan. This year,
the Memorial Weekend in
Worcester will take place on
October 23rd and 24th, in line
with the new Veteran's Day
which will be observed on the
25th. Chances are that the
weather will be more favorable,
but anyone who made that trip
will tell you that this isn't the
only reason for making that
pilgrimmage. If you've never
been there before, you owe it to
yourself. There were seventeen
from our Chapter last year and
most of them went for the first
time. It may seem a little early
but take our advice, if you plan
on going make your reservations
at the time of the National
Convention. We'll be happy to
pass along any information that
you would like to know about
this great annual event.
We were very sorry to hear
about the untimely accidental
death of Helen Lewis' mother in
Argentina. She was planning on
visiting Don and Helen this
summer. The entire Chapter
sends its belated sympathy to a
fine couple on their tragic loss.
Mrs, Hetty Bullock, Gold
Star Parent of James Bullock
who was killed in 1943. Mrs.
Bullock attended many affairs
and reunions of this association.
A grand woman and an
inspiration to us all. She made
the trip to the ETO last summer
and was looking forward to the
reunion in Springfield and
Father Connors Memorial Mass
in Worcester in the Fall.
Sheldon Stoddard lives in
Fayetteville and when he
learned of her illness last win ter,
visited Mrs. Bullock. Here's a
quote from his letter, "She
looks well rested and is in
excelle'nt spirit. Has a terrific
sense of humor. Told us in great
detail about the trip to Europe.
Said she didn't miss a thing and
was thrilled by every second of
the trip. She is certainly a very
remarkable lady. If her doctor
gives her the o.k. she will be at
the reunion. Her plans call for a
trip to Worcester in November.
The many cards she received
from people in the Ninth has
been a realjoy to her".
We shall miss her but it made
us all a little richer for knowing
her. • We know her daughter
would like to hear from those
who knew her Mother. Drop a
line to: Mrs. Pittman Ewing,
911 Davis Court, Fayetteville,
N.C.
May they rest in peace and
our sincere symp athy to their
loved ones.
Q. My :'Y-year-old father is a
veteran of World War II, and he
is receiving a pension because he
is unable to work. Can he be
treated in a VA hospital even
though his condition is not
related to his military service?
A. Yes, if a VA examination
confirms that he needs
hospitalization and a bed is
available. Because he receives a
pension, it will not be necessary








Arthur R. Lauer he served
with the 39th lnf. For the past
ten and a half years Art waged a
battle against luekemia. Early
this year the dread disease began
to get the upper hand the Art
began to give ground. He passed
away on March 29, 1971. His
wife Pauline survives him. She
resides at RD No.1, Ilion, N. Y.
1971 BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Georgt APlr. Franklin SQuart. N. Y. 197J
Fr8l\k Oz.t. (.hicIgO,l\linois Nick Dogostlno, West Berlin, N. J
RobtrtWinkltman. Paletlne. Illinois Charles Kos~.ie, Schiller Park. Illinois
Jemes Bruner, Flint. Michigan Ronald Murphy, Scituate, Mass,
Charles Jones, McLean, Va. Walter O'Keeffe. Ridgewood. N. Y,
FRANK OlART. President, 2241 Marshall BII/(!. Chicago, 111.60623
VINCENT GUGLIELMINO. 1st Vice President, Floral Park, N. Y. 11001
RICHARD WILSON, 2nd Vice President, Woodbury, N. J, 08096
ROBERT DESANDY, 3rd Vice Pr.idtnt, St. Clair Shores. Mich. 4808()
HARRISON DAYSH, Judgt Ad110cete, Kensington, Md. 20795
DAN IE L aUIN~~. Secretary, 412 Gregory Avt., Weehawken, N, J, 07087
THOMAS BOY LE. Treasurtr, 39 Hall Avtnue, Somerville. Mass, 02144
Richard Knudtzen. Dick
served with the 9th M.P.'s. He
died on March 10, 1971 after a
short illness. He leaves his wife
Ruth who resides at 5328
Thornleigh Dr., Indianapolis,
Ind. 46226.
Edward J. Newton. Ed
served with the 9th Q.M. He
passed away on May 22, 197 L
He is survived by his wife Mrs. E.
Newton of 829 Congress S1.,
Ogdensburgh, N. Y. 13669.
John P. Terry served with the
47th Inf. He passed away last
summer and his family writes he
was always proud that he had
served with the Ninth and
"alwavs said that was the best".
The Terry family lives at 2113
Grace, Fort Worth, Texas.
Sadly we report the deaths of
the follOWing "Old Reliables"
and a beloved Gold Star Mother.
Aurele Davost, he served
with Co. C of the 39th Inf. His
old buddies knew him as
"Frenchie", he lost a leg during
the North African campaign.
Aurele is survived by his 84 year
old mother. He resided at 411
Kings Highway, Brooklyn,
N. Y.
1972 Honorary Chaplain Emeritul
Leonard TomllSlOnt. PtnnSlukan, N, J. Rtv. Edward Connors, Worcester, Mass,
Fr8l\cil Maher, Worcester, Mass.
Jo.ph Uschak, New York, N, Y. Board Mamber E"\eritus
Thorn.Shint, Hvansvillt, Md, Maj. Gen. Louis A, Crtig (Retired)
Williem MMdows, Ottroit, Mich
The of'l.cial publication of the 'Niriih Infantry DIVISiOn ASSOCiation. Single copy
price 1125 cents per Issue or by mall $ 1.50 per year payable in advance when dues are
pa.d. Dues are $4.00 per year With $1.50 of the $4.00 earmarked for six Issues of The
Octofoll. Members should notlfv the National Secretary. Dan..1QUinn, 412 Gregory
Ave.• Weehawken. N. J.• of any change In address.
Published SIX times yearly. July-August, September·October, November·De
cember, January·February. March·Aprol, May-June by and for the members of the
Ninth Infantry Division Association. News Items, feature storoes, photographs and
art material from members will be appreciated. Every effort will be made to
return photographs and art work In good condition.
An extract from the certificate of Incorporation of the 9th Infantry D'VIs,on
Asso.ciation reads "ThiS ASSOCiation 's formed by the officers and men of the 9th
Infantry DiviSion In order to perpetuate the memorv of our fallen comrades, to
preserve the esprot de corps of the diVISion, to assist In promoting an everlasting
world peace exclusively of means of educational actiVities and to serve as an
Information bureau to folmer membe~of the 9th Infantry D,VISion."
Copy must be receIVed on or before the 10th of each month to guarantee
publication on the 20th. Photographs must be received on or before the 5th day of
publication month.
Second·Class Postage paid at Union City, N. J. Authorized as of October 1, 1967.
$10,000 IS A LOT OF
MONEY to give away without a
second thought. And that's just
what many World War II
veterans are doing when they
fail to take a second look at the
beneficiary listing on their GI
insurance policies. Now is the
time for each of them to dig out
the policy and check on the
beneficiaries - are those listed
the ones they want to receive
the insurance proceeds, or is
some long-forgotten girl friend
still listed?
i (Drf W8m i
~
This is the 16th Installment J
of Bill Kreye s story of the
39th Infantry from the days in
Fort Bragg till the end of the ,.~JII"'~~L""'''''~ War in Germany - the ,years .r.~taI...V_~"'.V' .... ""
~ 1941 to 1945. rJ' ~
(Continued on Next Page)
The 9th Infantry Division
was replaced by the full strength
28th Infantry Division because
it was feared that the 9th had
lost its effectiveness against the
enemy. The 28th in a few days
were in disorganized retreat and
the 4th Infantry Division had to
be committed to stop the rout.
The 8th Infantry Division
replaced the 4th and the 8th was
removed for the Fighting 1st
Infantry Division. With the aid
of another air action like
"COBRA" which again did not
help the immediate situation in
front of the American infantry;
the 1st Infantry Division did
finally come to the end of the
Huertgen Forest. It turned out
to be an unforseen tribute to the
9th Infantry Division whose
apparent task of clearing. the
Huertgen took the extreme
efforts of a total of five
American Infantry Divisions
and a carpet bombing to get
through.
While the 9th Infantry
Division had been sent back for
a much needed rest, was when I
rejoined them. No sooner had I
been back when the Intelligence
Section was summoned to
attend regimental school. This
school mainly stressed upon the
interrogation of prisoners.
There was a new fast procedure
of handling the captured troops.
Not about how to make them
more comfortable but how to
get information from them
more quickly. Riding to and
from the school was along
buzz-b ombaIley. Finally, we
moved out of this area into
defensive positions. We dug in,
barbed wire and defensive mines
were installed. However, after
everything was well established
and the winter had covered the
ground with a few feet of snow,
this territory was handed over
to the 28th Infantry Division
and the ill-fated 99th.
We travelled north in the
woods in the vicinity of Duren.
We relieved the 1st Infantry
Division just before the edge of
the woods facing the Cologne
plains. We, the 1st Battalion,
39th Infantry, captured Merode
Castle which was just clear of
the woods on the plain. The
castle had been hit by a few
Allied bombs and it had also
been tattoed by a few artillery
shells. Most of the windows and
doors had been blown out. I
entered the grounds of the
castle and I was about to enter
the building via a closed door,
however, it seemed kind of
unorthodox that there stood a
closed door so innocently as the
windows were blown out. There
were shrapnel marks all over the
exterior of the building but not
a mark on this door. Was it again
that intuition? Anyway I was
not fooled. Then, two men from
our Ammunition and Pioneer
Section arrived. I warned them
not to go near that door as Lt.
KRAMER overheard my
warning. The lieutenant told his
men to get a rope and they tied
it to the door knob. At a safe
distance they gave it a good
yank, and the door blew out.
I entered the castle but I
wasn't alone. Papers, books,
paintings and plaster were all
over the floors. Some paintings
were still hanging on the walls.
There was a soldier who
apparently was a member of
"A" Company, looking through
the rubble on the floor. There
was German paper money there
too, but who knew at the time
that it had any value. As I
looked around, I noticed that
the soldier had his Browning
Automatic Rifle (BAR) leaning
against the wall near one of the
windows facing towards the
enemy lines. I took a glance out
of the window and to my
amazement I saw six German
soldiers advancing towards the
castle. They were scattered «nd
they were approaching the moat





Hirson in France, bypassing
Paris 0 n the south. On
September 2nd, units of the 9th
In fan try Division were in
Belgium. Tanks ran out of fuel.
The 9th took Philippeville,
Dinant, crossed the Meuse
River, Ciney, Blaimont, Yvoir,
Liege and entered Germany.
The 9th was the first to enter
Belgium and Germany.
The burden of advancing
through the Siegfried Line
defenses was given to the VII
Corp commander
"LIGHTNING" JOE
COLLINS. The 9th Infantry
Division was given the
apparently easy task of clearing
out the Huertgen Forest. I had
known of these easy tasks
before, such as El Guetar and
the hedgerows, but this was a
new adventure. This had to be
an advance through dense
wooded areas which limited
observation to a few feet among
well placed pill boxes and
bunkers.
At first the 47th Infantry
made incredible gains. I t was the
first outfit to penetrate the
Siegfried Line and capture the
formal objective of
Schevenhuette. However, the
60th and 39th Infantries had a
very difficult time of it. The
siutation became so desperate
for the 60th Infantry's fight for
the Hoefen-Alzen Ridge that
the 39th Infantry's 1st
Battalion, now commanded by
OSCAR THOMPSON (colonel)
roamed back and forth from
one area to the other to stop
enemy counter-attacks. The
Germans were coneen trating
more and more troops into the
battle with such contingents as
the 89th Division, 1056th
Regiment, the 9th Panzer
Division, 353 Infantry Division,
12th Infantry Division and the
275th Infantry Division. The
1st Battalion, although it wasn't
needed, was shifted to the 47th
area. Then it was sent to the
60th's area and back to the
39th's that eventually the
advancing stage which had been
slow, came to a halt. The
battalions had suffered .almost
three-quarters of their
personnel as casualties. Many of
the towns within the Huertgen
such as Roetgen, Lammersdorf,
Jaegerhaus, Monschau,
Germeter, Wittscheidt,
S chevenhue tte, Schmid t,
Rottesbivich and Vossenack
would never be forgotten by the-
soldiers of the 9th Infantry
Division.
HURTGEN AREA
The Huertgen Forest was not
taken by the 9th Infantry
Division. Once again Allied
Commanders under estimated
the conditions of fighting and
the potential of the enemy. The
only chief difference between
American fighting men and the
Germans was the superiority of
the American's artillery which
could not be used effectively in
the forests. Although there were
claims that the Americans had
superior weapons and tanks, it
was not the case. German
machine pistols and air cooled
machine guns made up for the
American M-l rifle. German
tanks had more armour plating
than the more maneuverable
Sherman tanks. The Germans
had. defensive positions with the
aid of difficult terrain and the
Germans were more familiar
with the terrain.
As I entered the tent where
the boys were, they almost took
me apart as they greeted me.
There were a few strangers
among them such as
First/Sergeant LEE, a new
Staff/Sergeant who was taking
my place, GRONCESKI (we
called him SKI for short), and a
new private in the section,
JOHN TSCHUPP from Fresh
Meadow, Long Island, New
York. Then I was told quickly
of what had transpired and my
first knowledge that JOHN
HENRY WILDER had passed
on was a shocking blow to me.
When I entered the
command post, Captain
BERHARDT was glad to see me
but was disappointed to find
that I wasn't in the best physical
shape. He told me about the
new sergeants, STANLEY
CABAN was made a
buck-sergeant, but I would have
full charge of the section as far
as sergeants go. First of all,
TSCHUPP who was a German
interpreter was assigned from
"C" Company and when post
exchange rations were
distributed to the men, he had
to run back to "c" Company to
get his rations. I asked the
cap tain to transfer him
permanently to our section.
To recap some of the events
thathad passed by the boards
since I was away from the outfit
having a ball, the 9th had
accomplished much since I left.
The 39th had distinquished
themselves in the German
thrusts at Avranches in the
vicinity of Cherence Ie Roussel,




Company with assistance from
JACK L. DUNLAP and
McLA UGHLIN. SCHEFFEL
who roamed all over the 1st
Battalion, 39th was sent home
disabled. Once again the 1st
Battalion, AAA-O was detached
from their parent organization,
the 9th, and we were attached
again to the 4th Infantry
Division. Units of the 899th
Tank Destroyer Battalion,
746th Tank Battalion and the
823rd Tank Destroyer Battalion
had distinguished themselves
with the outfit.
The 9th had played an
important part in the split up of
the German 7th Army. General
MANTON S. EDDY left the 9th
for a higher corp command and
his successor was General
LOUIS A. CRAIG. The 9th had
Two members ofa 60mm mortar squad get set to go into action
only a few yards behind the lines near France. Left to right: PFC
JAMES ARN, ofSpringfield, Ill.; and SGT. JOHNNY HOERTH,
ofCincinnatti, Ohio, using the compass.
We had stopped at many
replacemen t centers enroute
but CURTIS and I managed to
stay together. Eventually, we
arrived at a center which was
near the Siegfried Line. The
personnel at the replacement
center occupied German
residences which were situated
along the top of a hill. We had
our choice of any room in a
house after a couple of hours
when we alone occupied it and
two other soldiers departed.
CURTIS and I were conversing
to each other as we bedded
down in the kitchen when the
enemy threw some long range
shells over our building. Then,
CURTIS remarked that he had
heard that the 9th Infantry
Division was near here
somewhere and it was a good
idea to get out of here.
After breakfast the next
morning, CURTIS took out in
his search for the 9th andjust at
the noon chow did he return
with the good news that he had
found them. So, we filled our
stomaches, grabbed our baggage
and we told the replacement
sergeant to check us out. We
arrived near the 1st Battalion
command post, 39th Infantry
just as the sun had set. In the
early darkness I saw
GIEPARDA walking a sentry
post. I sneaked up behind him
and I tapped him lightly on the
shoulder. After I was gladly
welcomed by him and he
directed me to a huge canvas
tent which stood below the tall
fir trees known to the soldiers of
the Ardennes.
Chapter 23
RETURN TO THE "AAA-O"
with so many aboard that we
could just about sit down. The
train trip was very
uncomfortable and my
wounded leg was not quite fully
healed.
We were on our way back to
the war and to the Huertgen
Forest in Germany. When I
looked back to reminisce about
the last two months, there was
one consolatiOn. I had helped
out at the hospital post office
and there were packages that
had lost their identification
markings. I couldn't forget the
grins and smiles on those
amputees' faces when we gave





While I was stationed at this
hospital, I was moved from the
amputee ward, to the zone of
interior ward which was where
they sent patients back to the
United States, to the operation
ward, back to the amputee
ward, and finally, to a general
ward. All these moves and
nothing developed. Eventually,
my condition improved, I was
told, and I had to move on to
another hospital where I could
be rehabilitated. I would miss
BILL who started the crap
games as the walking patients
waited for the payroll and when
it was time to get their pay,
everyone was too busy
interested in the game.
I landed at the 114th General
Hospital. Through the Red
Cross I went on sight-seeing
trips to Kenilworth Castle,
Warwick Castle, Leamington
and Stratford-on-Avon.
Kenilworth Castle, scene of
Sir Walter Scott's famous novel,
"Kenilworth," was for the most
part a ruin. It was largely
destroyed by Oliver Cromwell's
Parliamentary forces during the
Civil War of England against
Charles I, in the year 1649, was
never restored, and is now a
national heritage.
Warwick Castle, whose walls
if they could talk, would tell of
many gay and tragic incidents in
England's history. Leamington,
a modern town, developed
during the past century as a
residential resort and spa. It
possessed the J ephson Gardens
which were laid beautifully
along the river banks.
Stratford-on-Avon was the
place where William
Shakespeare was born, lived and
died. At least I could see a few
places and know what they
represented. Not like in battle,
where a church, castle and
building was just another
obstacle which had to be taken,
by-passed and was probably
booby-trapped.
After about a month at the
114th and I had been engaged in
many leisurely walks, it was
time for me to endulge in more
strenuous exercise. I had the
choice of either playing soft ball
or touch tackle football and I
chose soft ball. When I got up to
bat in my natural right handed
stance, I took my first swing at
the pitched ball. My knee
locked and I missed the ball as I
swung about half way through. I
decided to get up lefty and the
next pitch I hit on a line over the
second baseman's head for a
clean hit. I dropped the bat and
I started to run towards first
base. However, I never reached
the base as I finished abou t half
way down the line crawling on
my hands and knees. The
sergeant in charge told me to
report to sick bay which I did. I
was greeted by a medical officer
who told me that the knee was a
little swollen and then I received
"a line of psychology." He
showed me how to do a few
deep knee bends but when I was
a little slow and cautious at it,
he made a remark that I was
much younger than he and that
I should be able to do it much
faster. When I replied that he
didn't have a knee like I had, he
blew his fuse. I was rushed to an
orthopedic specialist for
examination and as usual I was
pronounced okay.
The next morning I found
my name on a list shipping
personnel to a replacement
center. At the replacement
center, it seemed that men from
the 9th Infantry Division (just
like "PADDYY' FLINT used to
say "your old jobs waiting for
you) had priority to return to
their outfits. I was rushed
through the 10th Replacement
Depot where I teamed up with
an old friend, FRANKLIN
CUR TIS, who was also
returning to duty. We went back
to France by liberty ship but
this time it was a British type
and not so clean. Then, we were
put in tents in the hedgerow
fields in Normandy and then
placed in a "forty and eight"
Pawns Of War Continued 60th Inf. Staff Meet
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was arranged by Dick Vestecka.
A t the end of WorId War II, Dick
was Adjutant of the 60th Inf.
He presently holds a Colonel's
commission in the U. S. Army
Reserve and practices law in
Lincoln, Nebraska. •
Weare indebted to Chick
Hennen for his report on the
r~union at Lincoln; however, we
would like to remind Chick that
if he is going to report on
sporting events, he must
remember to include the score.
Did Army win??
Reservations should be made
as early as possible because the
Holiday Inn cannot set aside
rooms the way a hotel does. All
reservations must be made at
least two weeks before the
reunion.
I KingSJ7e Bed I person 11.75
I Kingsize Bed 2 persons 12.75
2 Kingsize Beds 2 persons 17.75





Last September when the
IArmy Eleven took on Nebraska
at Lincoln, all the important
huddies didn't take place on the
grid-iron. The V-E Staff of the
60th Inf. held a huddle in the
stands. They called it a reunion.
PICK SIDES
Among the old time
"Go-Devils" were partisans of
each team. The cheering
sections were aligned this way;
for Army Westmoreland,
Hennen, Phipps, Joyce,
MacIndoe and Garrison; for
Nebraska Chatfield, Coulter,
Vestecka. Cattle, Elliott and
Freudenburg. Our
correspondent didn't include
the score in his report, so we
don't know which cheering
section took home the game
ball. We do know that everyone
had a great time.
there was a possible chance that
he didn't understand the first
time. It was sometime when we
again returned to this prisoner
and the situation was the same,
pockets bulging with junk and
nothing in a pile before him.
I said to JOHN, "I don't
think that the prisoner
understood you, JOHN".
JOHN answered, "I can fix
that. "
He repeated the words of
instructions, then with his right
fist cracked the prisoner across
the face. After the prisoner
rolled on the ground and had
quickly risen to his feet, in
seconds he had his pockets
emptied. You could see him
tremble as he stood sharply at
attention and so did most of the
other prisoners as fear spread
along the line and they realized
that we meant business. We had
no more trouble with any of
them after that display.
We were ventually ready for
the big push which would be an
all out offensive on the
Germans. The 9th Infantry
Division crashed through two
enemy defense lines. The
German 1st Paratroop
Regiment and a Replacement
Center outfit were overrun. The
American 78th I nfan try
Division was on our northern
flank. We were breaking
through a third line of defenses
composed of aged men in
civilian clothes. They wore
arm bands which identified
them as members of the German
Army. We had captured Duren
and we saw the two steeple
cathedral in Cologne as our
advanced patrols entered the
city when to our south the big
counterblow came. They refer
to it as the "B attle of the
Bulge"
entrance to the castle. We had
just about bedded down when
someone knocked on the door.
"We have two prisoners for
you". Someone then said,
"What should I do with them"?
Just on the spur of the
moment, I replied, ''Take them
out and shoot them".
However, they weren't shot.
We had to have a guard on them
until we could dispose of them
like the others. It was just the
thought in my mind at the time
that came out. Some frantic
prisoners who were between
fourteen and seventeen years of
age, we measured them for their
size and we marked off the
g r 0 u n d wit h these
measurements. Then, we had
the prisoners dig their own
graves. This was one method of
getting quick information,
although we never really buried
any of them.
At another interval of
guarding prisoners, we had
about thirty lined up in the
I guess I must have hollered,
"Here they come." The soldier
got to his feet and walked
quickly to his B.A.R. Just as he
raised his rifle, the enemy
splashed through the moat.
With one sway of his body and a
burst from his automatic
weapon, he cut down all six of
the invaders. Then, as if it had
been rou tine, he rested his rifle
against the wall again and he
resumed his search, for what, I
had no idea.
Eventually, the 1st
Battalion, 39th Infantry made
the castle their command post.
Two colonels from the airforce
visited the castle and they
talked about the bomb holes
through the roof. One said
something about if they had
used a longer fuse, the bombs
would have exploded in the
cellar instead of on the second
floor. In the cellar there was
evidence that the enemy had
used that part of the building
for a command post.
Zweifall, Germany, Oct. 1944 -- Two B.el~'Sians, two Fren.chmen,
one Russian, who fought with 39th In/. zn France, BelglUm and
as far as Zweifall, Germany.
(continued nex tissue) Addn.'ss
Platoon of A. T. Co. 39th Inf., Elsenborn, Belgium, January,
1945.
I was a member of:
~ 1i'eet Address _---_._-------------._----------------
Name -----------------------Serial No. _
I wish to sign up for the follOwing:
Regular Member, per year $ 4.00 0
Donation Memorial Scholarship Fund ----_ 0
THREE-YEAR MEMBER -----------_$11.00 0
Life Membership $50.00 0
Octofoil Automobile License Disc $ .50 0
Decals, 25c; (5) five for ----- $ 1.00 0
"Eight ~tar~ to yictory" ----------- $ 2.00 0
(Ptctonal Hz.story of 9th Divilion in action.)
Ladies' Auxiliary Member $ 1.50 0
Combat Route Map $ .50 0
60th Infantry History ---------------_, $ .50 0
• • •
Please credit the following chapter:
Philly-Delaware Valley 0 Greater New York 0
Illinois 0 Washington, D. C. 0
New England 0 Michigan 0
Ohio D F illayettev' e-Fort Bragg, N. C. 0
NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCADON
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Dan Quinn, National Secretary, 9th Infantry Division Assn.
412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, New Jersey 07087
Enclosed pleased find 1971 dues for:
Battery ; Company ; RegimenL__9th Div.
City ----------------------------_ZOne ----State _
EXTRA JOURNALS
We still have a few copies of
the Silver Anniversary Journal
on hand. Any member wishing a
copy can get it by writing to
Walter J. O'Keeffe at 1858
Woodbine St., Ridgewood,
N.Y.11227.
fields in single file facing
towards us. They had been just
taken captive by our assault
troops and they were searched
for concealed weapons. JOHN
TSCHUPP and· I walked from
one end of this aggressive
looking bunch as I looked them
over and JOHNgave them
instructions in German of what
to do. They were instructed to
empty their pockets and place
all their junk in a pile in front of
them. Within the piles of junk in
front of the German prisoners,
was found prophylactics made
in Ohio, U. S. A. Then we once
again went· from man to man
inspecting the junk for
importan t documents, maps,
information, pins and so forth.
We passed one prisoner who had
nothing piled in front of him yet
his pockets were bulging with
unseen junk. I instructed JOHN
to once again dictate the
instructions to this character as
To comment, or to tell you
about the character of our
interpreter, JOHN TSCHUPP,
he was brutal in his ways as an
individual as far as German
prisoners were concerned. He
was a robust, bold and hardy
individual who seemed to thrive
on the appearance of German
soldiers. If he wasn't wearing
the uniform of an American
soldier, he could have played
the part of a Nazi gestapo
leader. He knew the German
language fluently. He seemed
muscular enough to pick up a
prisoner in each hand and smash
them together with one blow.
Although he had made too
much money \vorking, in the
defense plants back in the states
while his companions were
.eating dirt and although he
didn't understand the ways of
war at first, the fellows all
admired him.
Prisoners of war were
becoming a nuisance, J mean the
handling of them. It meant we
had to guard them and
eventually escort them to
regiment when we knew where
regiment was. We had
congregated a large group of
prisoners and one of the
prisoners was sure talking up a
fuss. I asked TSCHUPP what he
was raving about. It appeared
that he was a major and he
resented being interrogated
with the enlisted men prisoners.
JOHN told him to be quiet or he
would be segregated as a dead
prisoner. He stayed with his
group without another murmur
until he was disposed of to the
regiment stockade.
It was in the early hours of
the morning when we were free
of guarding prisoners as we had
disposed of all of them to the
rear areas. We had quartered
ourselves in a little building
overlooking a small drawbridge
across the moat. It was probably
the sleeping quarters for the
castle guards that protected the
The last time Emil De
Donato saw Richard Manfredi
was in Germany on March 15,
1945, when Manfredi left
Headquarters Company 47th
Infantry to go to the hospitl.
Both men served with the
47th Infantry ... Emil became
a member of the Ninth in
January 1941 and served
throughou t the eight
campaigsn. He was discharged
in June 1945. Richard joined
the Raiders in Sicily and served
with the 47th until the end of
the war.
This past April 30th, Emil
met Richard at John F.
Kennedy Airport. This was a
prearranged meeting as Richard
wrote Emil earlier stating that
he and his father-in-law were
going to spend the entire
month of April visiting
relatives and touring Italy.
Both Richard and his
father-in-law were given the red
carpet treatment as guests of
the De Donatos. Friday night
dinner at the Commodore, tour
of New York City, Saturday
morning motor tour of
Manhattan from Central Park
to the Battery and returned by
way of East Side Drive, with a
stop at the United Nations
Plaza.
Saturday noon a stop at
Hillman's Golf Center in East




The balance of Saturday
was spent with the De
Donato's playing bocci, eating,
drinking, and reminiscing of
years gone by.
Richard Manfredi lives in
Sanger, California and is
Postmaster of the Post Office
there.
Emil De Donato is
employed as the Advertising
Manager of Agfa-Gevaert,
Te terboro, New Jersey,
manufacturers of quality
photographic products. Emil
lives in Totowa Boro with his
wife and 3 sons.
Richard and his 78 year old
father-in-law left for California






lei Yo rl HeDle Blbe rs Dead
New York Chapter members gather at Pine lawn National
Cemetery for Memorial Services.
Past Presidents are like
politicians, they can't pass up a
good feed or a large audience.
New York's Past Presidents
must have got the word that
both inducements would be on
tap at the May meeting.
Fourteen Past Presidents
showed up for the meeting at
the 69th Regiment Armoury.
Among the "Old Timers"
who put in an appearance were
Cal Polivy and Mike Gatto. Cal
looked real sharp, he was
sporting a mustache that a
British Brigadier would envy. A
long time member of the bar,
Cal has achieved the goal that
every lawyer seeks, a seat on the
bench. Cal presides in Nassau
County , New York.
Mike looks fit as a fiddle, and
still remains as cool, calm and
collected as ever. He still has all
the latest information on the
sports world.
BIRTHDAY PARTY
The Past Presidents weren't
the only ones honored at the
May meeting. Mr. Michael
Mcinerney, our popular Gold
Star Parent, celebrated his 77th
birthday .at the meeting. The
gang serenaded him wi th
"Happy Birthday" and the
committee provided a birthday
cake that "Mr. Mac" cut and
dished out to the well-wishers.
Mr. Mcinerney is still in there
punching and he looks good for
another fifty years.
On May 22nd the Chapter
held a Memorial Service at
Pinelawn National Cemetery.
Msgr. DeLaura conducted the
service and spoke of the many
sacrifices that had been made by
the men of the Ninth. Many of
the names on the tombstones at
Pinelawn are familiar to Msgr.
DeLaura, he had entered them
on the casualty lists of the
Division. This year's Memorial
Service was an inspiring event
that will be long remembered by
the members of the chapter who
were present.
REUNION NEXT ITEM
During July and August the
New York Chapter will take a
break. The only event scheduled
for the summer is the National
Reunion. The New York gang
expects to take advantage of the
special rates offered by Ozark
Airline, so Springfield better
prepare for an air-borne
invasion of New Yorkers.
ELBERI~R
And now the EUROPEAN
invasion was to follow. You will
recall the landing on the
beaches, CHERBOURG, ST.
LO, crossing the RHINE,
REMAGEN and meeting the
RUSSIANS at the ELBE
RIVER ending the war.
With the war ended, you
made the transition from GI to
Civilian. It was now reunion time
to meet your buddies, your
friends and their families. And
for 25 years you have been
attending reunions.
You will recall many
reunions that will be
remembered, such as, the
SPRINGFIELD reunion in
1963 with the log cabins in
SALEM PARK, the 1965 NEW
YORK reunion with the
WORLD'S FAIR, the never to
be forgotten 1967 reunion in
BOSTON, and the 1970 NEW
YORK reunion that was
followed by revisiting EUROPE
after the reunion. You will








from WW II and with your
family and friends, that is what
a REUNION is.
A reunion is a call to 9th
DIVISION ASSOCIATION
MEMBERS to gather in a
certain city and relive their WW
II experiences, renew their
friendships, make new friends
and to continue to exchange
information until the present
time. And, here is some of the
conversations that will be heard
at the 1971 SPRINGFIELD
REUNION.
FORT BRAGG
Some will recall the arrival of
the first 9th DIVISION MEN at
FORT BRAGG in 1940. They
will mention names, such as
CHICKEN ROAD, the
CAROLINA MANEUVERS,
the various officers in the
company, FAYETTEVILLE
and the different regiments
leaving to make the AFRICAN
invasion.
You will hear the story of the
landings in AFRICA. You will
recall the ARAB houses and
compare them with the
structure of the FRENCH
houses. The Land and




You will recall the 9th
DIVISION route across
AFRICA and the historical
names, such as, KASSERINE
PASS, GAFSA, ELGUETTAR
and BIZERTE.
You will recall the landing in
PALERMO, SICILY when the
AM E RICAN ships were
deployed and the GERMAN air
raid that followed.




around. He travelled to
Jacksonville, Florida to see
DEAN PRIVETT. PRIVETT
joined the 9th DIVISION
ASSOCIATION. Here is
PRIVETT's address:
Dean Privett, 5421 N. River
Road, Jacksonville, Florida.




Kenneth Deck, R No.1, Box
297, Erwin, North Carolina.
THE QM COMMITTEE'S
ADDRESSES ARE:
Bill Palady, 403-29th Street,
McKeesport, Pa.
Harry Orenstein, 901 Walton
Avenue, Bronx,N. Y. 10452
EXPECTING temporary
difficulties in making your GI
mortgage payments? Then by
all means let your lender know
about it. Together you can work
o~t a satisfactory plan to make
up any payments which are
missed. His friendly advice may
also help you straighten out any
difficulties you may be having.
Veterans who may be
forced to sell their GI loan
financed homes for compelling
reasons may have their home
loan guaranty restored by the
VA.
Some of the reasons include
ill health, condemnation by
federal, state, or local
government for highway or
other construction, transfer of
employment by a veteran's
employer, loss of employment
and subsequent moving to
another locality for
employment, or if the size of
the home constitutes a health
hazard. An increase in the size
of a veteran's family, is not, in
itself, sufficient grounds for
entitlement restoration.
Note too, that fire, flood,or
other natural disaster is also
sufficien t grounds for
restoration of loan entitlement.
The veterans official pointed
out that the veteran must first
be released from liability to the
VA on the original loan before
entitlement can be restored.
This is usually accomplished by




you are, then be sure you get a
release from liability from the
VA! You can get the release if
the purchaser obligates himself
by contract to assume all of the
liabilities of your loan, and the
VA is satisfied that he is an
acceptable credit risk. Failure to
get the release could complicate
things for you should the.
purchaser default on the
mortgage, placing the
responsibility back on your
shoulders.
John W. Cattle, Sr.,
President and Chairman of the
Board, The Cattle National
Bank, Seward, was elected
President of the Nebraska
Bankers Association at its 74th
annual convention in Omaha,
May 3 and 4, 1971. Mr. Cattle
is a native of Nebraska, a
graduate of the Wisconsin
School of Banking, and
attended the senior bank
officers' seminar of the
Harvard Business SchooL He
was a Major in the U. S. Army
and served overseas. He
received the Bronze Star,
French Fourragere with palm,
two Presidential Citations and
the Purple Heart. Mr. Cattle
joined The Cattle National
Bank in 1945, became
President in 1960, and assumed
the title of President and
Chairman of the Board in
1968. He is a Past President of
the Seward Chamber of
Commerce, has served on
various committees, including
the Executive Council of the
Nebraska Bankers Association.
He is a member of the
American Legion where he
filled the offices of both local
and District Commander, and
has been a member of the
Seward City Council. Mr.
Cattle is married. His wife's
name is Virginia. He has one
son who is associated with him
in the bank and a married
daughter, Rebecca. John was
with the 84th F.A.
Congratulations!




. THE MEMORIAL FUND OF
THE 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
Scholarship Information
The Memorial Fund of the Ninth Infantry Division Association was
established by the members of the association to commemorate the memory
of their comrades who paid the supreme sacrifie in battle. &:. a part of this
fund the association established a scholarship program. Scholarships are
awarded each year to relatives of men who served in The Ninth Infantry
Division. Each scholarship is for one year.
ELIGIBILITY FOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
A person who wishes to apply for a scholarship must he related to a
man who served with The Ninth Infantry Division. Children of former
members of the division will be given first consideration. but children of
men killed in combat given first preference. Applicants who are not children
of fonner members of the division will not be considered unless no child
of a former member qualifies.
APPLICATION PROCEDURE
The following procedures must be followed by those wishing to apply
for the scholarships:
1. Send a letter of application, written in expository form. to the
chairman of the scholarship committee stating the following:
name, address, age, and sex of theapplic~t;· name, address.
and occupation of the applicant's parents or guardians; the
name and address of the secondary school the applicant is at-
tending or has attended and graduated; the name and address
of the college the applicant expects to attend; the vocational
goal of the applicant; and the name of and degree of relation-
ship to a former member of the division. The unit and dates of
service in the division of tht! former member must be included.
2. A transcript of the applicant's high school record must be in-
cluded with the letter of application. The transcript must in-
clude at least the first seven semesters of the applicant's record.
3. The applicant must have a counselor or principal of the high
school he or she is attending write a letter of recommendation
to the chairman of the scholarship committee.
4. The applicant must take the PSAT which ia given every Octo-
ber. The applic:illt mu..~ see that the results of the PSAT are
sent to the chairman of the scholarship committee. These re-
S\lltB may be included with the high school transcript or sent
to the chainnan from the College Entrance Examination Board.
The SAT of the CEEB may be submitted in lieu of the PSA.T.
). THE APPLICATION MUST BE SENT TO THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITrEE BY MARCH 15. Appli-
cation.! received after March 15 will ~ot be conaidered.
S. All applicants must accept the decision of the Scholarship Com-
m.ittH as final.
7. Information to determine financial need will be requested by
the Scholarship Committee after the applications have been con-
sidered.
8. Recipients of the scholanlhip. may apply for renewal of the
scholarship each year. A copy of the student'. college grades,
a financial statement, and a letter requesting renewal of the
scholarship should be sent to the chairman by March 15.
9. All applicationa must be sent to: JOM J. Clower, Scholarship
Chairman. Ninth Infantry Diviaion A.Yociation., 901 Graceland
St., ne. Plain_, D.llnot. mlS.
**************************
This is the time of the year when the "Old Reliables"
dig out the checkbook and pay their dues for the
following year. Almost every check is accompanied by a
letter that contains some news for the "Octofoil". Your
editors welcome the letters and hope that our readers will
get into the habit of writing more often. Here are some
samples from our latest batch of mail.
Kenneth Hill CaE 39th Inf.
3210 Maxwell
Midland) Texas
Ken is another member who
is rejoining the group after
many years as he lost contact
because of the many moves he
made. He did visit Sgt. Ray
White, 1st Platoon of E Co 39th
and Lt. Donald McKenner
platoon leader of E Co. 39th.
They are located in Palestine,
Texas and Marietta, Ga. - Ray
joined the outfit at the end of
the Tunisian campaign and was
wounded just outside of
Cherbourg, returned to the
Company the day before the
outfit crossed the Siegfried line
and remained to the E1be River.
He later Commanded E Co.
A lways enjoys browsing
through the Octofoil, and wants
to know if "Pawns of War" was
ever published and available. No
Ken, Bill Kreye never did get a
publisher that was interested
but we will try to send you the
back copies to fill you in. - Ken
sends his best to all the old
friends of the outfit.
*****
*****
Bill Griesbach C Baty 26th F .A.
Box 99A -Rt. 7
Burlington, N. C. 27215
Bill is a real proud daddy
these days. He informed us that
on June 6th his daughter
Audrey graduated with honors
from Jackson College for
Women, Tufts University in
Medford) Mass. In September
Audrey will go on to Medical
College.
Bill said that this event made
an old hobo from the 9th and







Ruben writes that due to
illness he will be unable to
attend the reunion this summer.
The doctor says his old ticker is
not up to it but he is hoping that
comes this time next year he
will be packing his knap sack
and getting ready for the trip to
rejoin his old buddies. But on
the brighter side his son has
returned from duty with the
Navy and is about to get himself
a bride and settle down. Good
luck to you all.
*****
Marvin J. Balther 9th Q.~.f.
sOO Whitner Rd.
Reading, Pa. 19605
Marvin wants to keep on
receiving the "Octofoil" so he
signed up for another year. He
sends his best regards to all the
boys from the Q.M.
*****
THE OCTOFOIL





Stephen Grey Div Hq's
2501 N. Underwood Street
Arlington, Va.
Stephen writes us about
meeting a former member - lTv
Kreisman - while they were
talking business about storm
windows. He also attended the
funeral at Arlington National
Cemetery for Audie Murphy
and met General Westmoreland
at the grave site.
*****
* * * * *
Bennie NardoneHq. Co. 39th InL
1845 Bluff Ave.
Columbus, Ohio 43212
Bennie signed on for another
year and he passed on the word
that Major J. P. Majors, former
e.O. of Hq. Co., sends his best
regards to aU the members from
the 39th InL
*****




This evening we are having
our second me aningful rain in
Wiesbaden this year. Our spring
has been one which I pray will
go into the annals as one to
remember - and thus with this
pause in weather, I take a
moment to look into the year of
the 9th Division thirty years
past - in remembhance of our
1971 Reunion.
How many will remember
-Women started joining the
Division in January 1941 -
Mrs. Emma J. Foster, of
Mount Airy, North Carolina
(what became of her) was
appointed Senior Hostess for
the Ninth Division Service
Club, Guest House and
Library - and how about
Eleanor Barr and Dorothy
McFarland and Mrs. R. E.
Williams?
-How about Colonel Bond's
bringing in the first 500 for
the 60th upon his return from
Camp Upton on January 16th,
1941 !
-Or the Division's first full
parade on March 22, 1941,
when some 14,0000ctofoils
rolled (or strolled) past
General Drum!
-Or on 1 June when Colonel
Mahin's reinforced 60th
Combat team left by a
741-vehicle motor convoy for
Bowling Green, Virginia to
engage the 44th (National
Guard) Division. Here we
found 4,000 odd 'defeating'
over 15,000 - but then they
were Guardsmen.
-Does one ever hear from the
172 men chosen from the 9th
Division in July 1941 to
become Paratroopers?
-August 1, 1941 found the 1st
anniversary of the activation
of the 9th Mayor
McFadyen's (of Fayetteville)
words should not be forgotten
- the growth into 'one of the
best trained and most
powerful organizations in the
United States Army.'
-Colonel Alexander M. Patch's
departure in August 1941?
From Commander of the 47th
to the Army Commander's
position he was to ultimately
achieve.
-The Ninth again besting an
opponent in maneuvers - this
time the 30th Division during
late August field problems.
- The article in the Saturday
Evening Post about Dorothy
McFarland's Service Club - the
Club with the largest cafeteria
volume in the Army! !!
-And Saturday night, 6
December 1941 - just when so
many 28-year-olds were
dreaming of release. - this was
to follow with the Division's
last Christmas Dinner in years
to come, at home. Then too
the 28-year-old 'Old Guys'
stayed with us -
Yes, a few moments to recall
Glen Shaw Div. Hq's
505 N. State
Yates Center. Kansas
Glen writes a reply to one of
our travelers questions
regarding the Engineers bridge
built at Remagen - was it up or
down stream? "The pontoon or
treadway or Engineer bridge
was down stream and
approximately 300 yards from
the big railroad and vehicle
bridge. When the bridge
collapsed, the soldiers that were
thrown clear floated to the
temporary bridge in some
instances." - Thanks Glen.
* * * * *
Richard Williams Co K 47th InL
Eldred,Pa.
Dick hopes to be at the
Springfield Reunion but he is
keeping his fingers crossed. If
there is a steel strike all bets are
off.




Ted and his child bride,
Audrey, recently enjoyed a visit
to Cape Cod along with Kate
and Joe Brady. He sends his
regrets that he will be unable to
attend the reunion but is
counting on the Bradys to say
"hello" to everyone for him.
*****
Harry Ford Veeneman 899 T.D.
10618 Walden Parkway Co C
Chicago, Illinois
Harry sent for a Life
Membership. Not that he is
anticipating his life expectancy
to exceed the twelve years to
effect any saving in dues.
However his conscience dictates
he pay for the many years he
allowed the Association to carry
him on their rolls. Harry was
very active years ago when the
Illinois members used to meet in
a tavern on the south side of
Chicago, and such names as
fohn Stelle, John Clouser, Walt
Mahon and Otto Kerner would
attend the early meetings of the
founding of the Illinois Chapter.
He regrets being inactive these
many years but does plan being
at the reunion in Springfield and
is looking forward to renewing
old acquaintances.




Narm not only keeps his own
membership up to date he also
digs up new members for the
Association. Last year on the
way to the reunion he made a
detour and stopped off to see
Jim Russo, a former member of
the I & R Platoon, Hq Co, 60th
InL Jim was so glad to see his
old comrade that he signed up
for the Association. Norman has
moved so he hopes that all his
friends will take note of the new
address which appears above.
*****
Richard O'Connor 84th FA
9567 Bluford Ave.
Whitter, Calif.
Dick's a busy fellow these
days but finds the time to get his
licks in at the Golf Club each
day before getting to work. He
works afternoons and has nine
holes in before going to the "salt
mines". The O'Connors also
became grandparents when






The Hansons write to tell us
of a change in their address.
After the last earthquakes out in
California they moved north to
Sacramento. They also got out
of the smog belt. Unable to
attend the reunion they send
best wishes to all of the gang.
*****
THE OCTOFOIL
Gen. Edwin H. Randle 47th Inf.
503 Althea Rd., Belleair
Clearwater, Fla. 33516
General Randle dropped us a
line saying that he ought to get
to the Springfield reunion
because he was born in that
town a "few years after Abe





3424 S. 57th Court
Cicero. Ill. 60650
Ted is now a m,," of leisure.
He has retired OL ,disability
pension and now h;.,~ plenty of
time on his hands He got a
pleasant surprise :•.:.ently when
he received a telephone call
from Doris Teppt' the sister of
Chaplain Irving 1 ,~pper. Doris
was in Chicago ' , a visit and
wanted to sa\" to some of
the "Old Re'l . She was
pleased to he; '.ha, the Illinois
Chapter was) ling J Memorial
Service in Iv ',1' li:~r brother
and that Va',,' ;ellcr would
conduct the Jewish service in
Hebrew.
Ted would like to hear from
some of his old friends from the
Ninth.
Bob Lynch 9th Recon.
2103 11th St.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
Bob writes, "Just a few
words to say that the wife and I
will attend the reunion ·at
Springfield and to put me down
for the golf tournament. J
certainly enjoyed it last year
and hope to see some of the
fellow hackers from New York
in Springfield.
"The article in the last
"Octofoil" regarding Mrs. John
Finley of Decatur, Ill. w~s of
special interest to me, as the
wife and I made the trip to
Europe last fall and Mrs. Finley
was with our group. We found
out that her son was a member
of the 9th and soon became fast
friends. I informed her of the
coming reunion in Springfield
and urged her to attend even
though her vision is pretty well
limited. I feel that she will
attend in hopes of meeting some
fellows who were in her son's
unit.
"The trip through Holland,
Belgium and Germany was most
enjoyable and we are going back
in a couple of years when we can
tour in a more leisurely manner.
Liege is larger than I remember,
Monschau is still the same, the
tank traps are still in evidence
and the roofs are back on the
houses in Germany.
"See you in Springfield, and
I hope to see a few members of
the' old 9th Recon. You know,
for a group of fellows who did
quite a bit of traveling on the
road and trails from Africa to
Berlin, it's surprising how few of
them can get out of their easy
chairs in their old age."
*****
Warren W. Boulden 15th Eng.
107 North St.
Elkton, Md. 21291
Warren sent us a picture that
appeared in a recent issue of
"Times" magazine. It amused
him and gave us a laugh too. The
picture showed a group of
Vietnamese women gathered at
the Saigon Airport bidding
farewell to a detachment of
American soldiers. They carried
signs that read "Farewell To
The Old Reliables" and "Our
Thanks To The Third Bn/9th
Inf. Division" Warren supplied
his own caption for the picture,
it read "The E.T.O. Was Never
Like This". So right he is.
This summer Warren in tends
to visit London and do a
thorough job exploring
England's famous Cc. litol.
* * * * *
Reunion Dates
July 29-31
* * * * *
*****
Edwin Brewer Co L 60th InL
4407 W. 54th Terrace
Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66205
Ed reports that everything is
going real well out Kansas way.
He is looking forward to the
reunion in Springfield and
hopes to meet many of the old
gang.
Karl Malstrom 9th Div. Hq.
82 Chapel St.
Holden, Mass. 01520
Karl is an avid reader of BiB
Kreye's story about the 39th
InL If Bill ever has his story
published in book form Karl
will be first in line to buy a
copy. Several of v 3d's
co-workers are former members
of "The Big Red One" and they
have a friendly rivalry going as
to which was the better outfit,
the Ninth or the First. Karl lets
them read the "Octofoil" so
that they can find out how good
the Ninth really was. While on
active duty with the U.S.A.F.
Karl served in Gennany and
visited Wiesbaden many times.
He regrets not knowing that
Scotty Hirst resides there
because he wants to get a copy
of Scotty's story about the
Remagen Bridge. Apparently
Karl's library contains
everything that was written
about the Ninth, he has a copy
of General Randle's "Safi
Adventure" and gets great





Charlie's wife writes that he
has been hospitalized at the
V.A. Hospital for an eye
operation. At the present time
he is home and doing fine, but
will have to return to the
hospital for an operation on his
other eye. A few letters from his
friends would make his
convalescence more pleasant.
How about dropping him a line.
* * * * *
* * * * *
Jim Craft Co. I 60th InL
3422 Yardley Dr.
Dundalk, Md. 21222
Jim says that they are still
talking about last year's trip to
the E.T.O. This year he is
looking forward to the reunion
in Springfield and hopes to meet
some of the old gang while in
"The Land of Lincoln."
* * * * *
John Saquella Co. A 47th Inf.
6200 Upsal
Pennsauken,N.J.081l0
John sends his best to all the
former members of A Company
and hopes to meet some of them
at the reunion.
*****
Jacob Nailor 9th M.P.
312 Brandy Lane
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17055
Jake and his wife Nicki send
their thanks to all the people
who were responsible for the
wonderful E.T.O. trip. Jake has
been in touch with some of the
gang from the M.P.'s and he
reports that Ken Meyer is back
in Germany and that Gerry
Bryant hopes to make the
reunion at Springfield. Ken's
new address is Hq. 3rd Sqdn.,
14th Armd. Cav. Regt. A.P.O.
New York 09141. Gerry lives
out on the west coast in the
beautiful state of Oregon. His
address is Box 2363 Rt. 1,
Forest Grove, Oregon 97116.
* * * * *
